
Fair Trade™ is a profitable working 
partnership between farmers, suppliers and 
consumers built upon concern for people. 
For farmers and farm workers, Fair Trade™ 

ensures decent 
wages, good living 
and working 
conditions, and 
an opportunity 
to invest in their 
own businesses 
and communities 
(providing training 
programs, organic 
certification, 
healthcare and 
education, for 

example). Fair Trade™ has 
made it possible for 1.2 
million farmers and farm 
workers in 58 countries to 
improve their standard of 
living. For the consumer, Fair 
Trade™ yields high quality 

products that are ethically sourced, without 
exploitation of people or the environment.

The environment also 
benefits from Fair 
Trade™. Supporting 
small-scale farmers 
encourages biodiversity, 
for example, and 
shade-grown coffee 
and cocoa protect 
wildlife habitats. 
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What is Fair Trade™?

What can I do to 
support Fair Trade™?
Once you know what Fair Trade™ is all about, you’ll 
probably want to do all you can to support it. While 
everything you purchase won’t be available Fair Trade™ 
(yet!), there are plenty of opportunities to champion the 
cause. For example:

 * Give Fair Trade™ products as gifts.

 * Spread the word. Tell others about Fair Trade™ and 
why it’s so important.

 * Purchase Fair Trade Certified™ foods and other 
products whenever the choice is available.

 * Ask for Fair Trade™ foods at bakeries, restaurants, and 
grocery stores. Support local natural food stores that 
offer a wide selection of Fair Trade™ products.

 * Talk with members of your church, school, and  
other community organizations about supporting  
Fair Trade™. 

 * Host a Fair Trade™ Party (details and info available at 
www.transfairusa.org).

To learn more about Fair Trade™ and all the products 
available , go to www.transfairusa.org.

1-800-786-1388   www.frontiercoop.com



The benefits of Frontier’s commitment 
to Fair Trade™ are real and immediate. 
Our support significantly benefits those 
who grow our products and the land on 
which they grow it.

We offer many Fair Trade Certified™ items—in fact, the 
widest selection of any single supplier—including teas, cocoa, 
vanilla beans and extracts, sugars, and herbs. We carry the first 
available Fair Trade Certified™ baking mixes (Simply Organic 
brand) and three Aura Cacia body polishes that are Fair 
Trade Certified™. 
Because we travel the world to source 
the highest quality products and work 
directly with producers, we’ve had the 
opportunity to view first hand the 
benefits of Fair Trade™. In Bangalore, 
India, for example, the farmers 
who provide us with vanilla are 
using sustainable practices to grow 
vanilla on two- to five-acre family 
farms. As a result of the Fair Trade™

relationship, women in the community are provided with 
good-paying jobs (which isn’t at all typical), and a non-profit 
organization receives funds to help feed 100,000 needy Indian 
children every day.
On a tea-sourcing trip to rural India, we met growers in 
the Ambootia villages who built a school with Fair Trade™

earnings; they also fund teacher salaries and scholarships, 
a reforestation program, and 
new public health initiatives. At 
Dunsandle, acacia trees are used to 
fuel the tea processing facility, and at 
Oothu, a nearby wind farm provides 
power. All of these tea farms are 
helped by Fair Trade™ funds, with 
schools and healthcare typically 
receiving priority consideration.

notes from the field

Cranberry Cocoa Chews
Gather your Fair Trade Certified™ products and enjoy 
these no-bake cookies in celebration of Fair Trade™. 

1 cup  Fair Trade™ sugar
2 tablespoons Fair Trade™ cocoa
3 tablespoons milk
3 tablespoons butter
1/2 cup dried cranberries

1 teaspoon Fair Trade™  

vanilla extract
1/4 cup tahini
1 1/2 cups oats (quick)
2 tablespoons milk powder

Combine sugar, cocoa, milk, butter, and cranberries in a 
large saucepan over medium heat. Stir constantly until 
mixture just starts to boil. Remove from heat. Stir in vanilla 
extract, tahini, oats, and milk powder. Mix well. 
Drop by spoonfuls onto cookie sheet and refrigerate 
until firm.
Makes about 20 cookies.

Q A&Q A&

For more information on Fair Trade™ products, visit 
www.frontiercoop.com

Who certifies Fair Trade™ products?
The group that sets international standards for 
certification is Fairtrade Labelling Organizations 
International (FLO). The U.S., Japan, Canada, and 17 
European countries belong to FLO, which calls for annual 
inspections of farms, facilities, and paperwork to ensure 
that stringent requirements are met. 

In the U.S., TransFair USA (a member of FLO) serves as 
a third-party certifier of Fair Trade™ products. Products 
that have been certified sport a black and white Fair Trade 
Certified™ label. 

Why don’t we apply Fair Trade™ 
certification to U.S. products?
Good question, because many workers in the U.S. face 
challenges similar to those of impoverished communities 
elsewhere in the world. The fact that Fair Trade™

certification is not available to U.S. suppliers was one 
of the factors in the creation of Frontier’s Well Earth™

program. Well Earth™ certifies both domestic and 
international suppliers who meet the program’s broad and 
stringent set of sustainability standards.

Are all Fair Trade™ food products 
organic?
All Frontier Fair Trade 
Certified™ products 
are organic, but that is 
not a requirement for 
certification. However, 
most Fair Trade™

farmers are passionate 
about the sustainability 
of their land and 
interested in organic 
certification (for which they 
receive a premium). A high percentage of Fair Trade 
Certified™ coffee, tea and chocolate sold in the U.S. are 
certified organic. 

Fair Trade™  
at Frontier

Location: Dominican Republic

Product Sourced: Our two Fair Trade™ cocoa 

products are sourced from the Yacao Co-op 

in the Dominican Republic. This co-op, made 

up of about 630 
families owning an 
average of 3.5 hectares 

(about 9 acres) each, 

is situated in a hilly, 
almost impassable 
region of the Dominican 

Republic. To these 
families, harvesting 
cocoa beans is the 
only opportunity to 
earn a living. The other 

crops they cultivate, such as 

plantains are purely for subsistence. In places 

like this, the Fair Trade™ program offers new 

opportunities and hope for a better life.
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